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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 133, 140-141, 144H49, 156, and 159-163; cancel claims 135, 143, and 
151; and add new claims 166-189, as follows. 


133. (Currendy Amended) A method of generating one or more database systems, the 
method comprising: 

providing a metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a facility for 
entering instructions into the metadata schema, and a facility for manipulating the 
metadata schema; 

receiving instructions from a user, wherein the instructions are entered into the 
metadata schema and are used to create a business database system; and 

automatically generating the business database system according to the 
instructions contained in the metadata schema such that the business database system is 


weJl-fonned; 



134. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, wherein automatically generating the 

business database system further comprises: 

automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 
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136. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, further comprising: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 

137. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, wherein operating on the business 
database system further comprises: 

receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism; and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 

138. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, wherein operating on the business 

r' 

database system further comprises: 

generating reports according to the instructions. 

139. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, further comprising: 

receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 
automatically adjusting the business database system according to the 

modification. 

140. (Currently Amended) The moihod of claim 4 - 33> further comp fis inffi-A nieihod _ p J 
generating one or more database syste m s, the method comprising ^ 

p-rm/iHinp; ^ metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a farilityjor 
pntprrng instructions into the metadata schem a, and a facility for mampulatin g t he 
metadata schema; 
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receiving instructions from a user, wherein the instructions a r e entered into the 
metadata schema and are used to create a business database system; and 


automatically generating the business database syst em according to the instructions containe d 
in the metadata schema such that the business dat abase system is well-formed, 
wherein the Instructions provide semantic definitions; and 
wherein the business database system is automatically generated using the 
semantic definitions such that the business database system is well-formed. 


141. (Currently Amended) A computer system, comprising: 
a computer including a processor and a memory; 

a computer program stored in the memory and executed by the processor, 
wherein the computer program includes computer instructions for: 

providing a metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a facility for 
entering instructions into the metadata schema, and a facility for manipulating the 
metadata schema; 

receiving instructions from a user, wherein the instructions are entered into the 
metadata schema and ace used to create a business database system; and 

automatically generating the business database system according to the 
instructions contained in the metadata schema such that the business database system is 
well-formed; 

extracting data from sources specified in th e instructions; 
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loading the data into stagin g tables: and 

loading the data from the staging tables into the business database svstemJzaSfid 
on semantic definitions provid ed in the instructions. 


142. (Previously Presented) The computer system of claim 141, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 


143. (Cancelled) 

144. (Currently Amended) The method computer system of claim 141, wherein the compu ter 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 

145. (Currently Amended) The method computer system of claim 141, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism, and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 


146. (Currently Amended) The method computer system of claim 141, wherein the computer 
program further includes computer instructions for: 

generating reports according to the instructions. 


147. (Currently Amended) The method computer system 
program further includes computer instructions for: 


of claim 141, wherein the computer 
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receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 
automatically adjusting the business database system according to the 
modification. 


148. (Currently Amended) The method of cl ai m llVwh e r e in the computer -p rogram further 
inoludeo - computer instructions fori A computer system, comprising; 

a computer including a processor and a memory: 

a computer program stored in the memory and executed by the processor, 
wherein the computer program includes computer instructions for: 

providing a metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a facility for 
entering instructions into the metadata schema, and a facility for manipulating the 
metadata schema: 

receiving instructions from a user, wherein the instructions are entered into the 
metadata schema and are used to create a business database system: and 
automatically generating the business database system according to the instructions contained 
in the metadata schema such that die business database system is well-formed, 
wherein the instructions provide semantic definitions; and 
wherein the business database system is automatically generated using the 
semantic definitions such that the business database system is well-formed. 

149. (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium encoded with software 
instructions, wherein execution of the instructions comprises: 
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providing a metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a facility for 
entering instructions into the metadata schema, and a facility for manipulating the 
metadata schema; 

receiving instructions from a user, wherein the instructions are entered into the 
metadata schema and are used to create a business database system; and 

automatically generating the business database system according to the 
instructions contained in the metadata schema such that the business database system is 


well-formed; 

extracting data from sources specified in the instru ctions; 
loading the data into staging tables; and 

loading the data from the staging tables into the business d a tabase system based 
on semantic definitions provided in tine instructions. 


150. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 


151. (Cancelled) 

152. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 

execution of the instructions further comprises: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 
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153. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism; and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 

154. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

generating reports according to the instructions. 

155. (Previously Presented) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 
execution of the instructions further comprises: 

receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 
au tomatically adjusting the business database system according to the 
modification. 

156. (Currently Amended) The computer readable storage medium of claim 149, wherein 
pyorufion - oftho - i n.ntnjctionr, further comprises: A computer readable storage med ium encoded 
with software instructions, wherein execution of the instructions comprises: 

providing a metadata system that includes a metadata schema, a facility for 
entering instructions into the metadata schema, and a facility for manipulating the 
metadata schema: 

receiving instructions from a user, wherein the instructions are entered into the 
metadata schema and are used to create a business databa se system: and 
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automatically generating the business database system according to the instructions contained 
in the metadata schema such that the business database system is well-formed, 
wherein the instructions provide semantic definitions; and 
wherein the business database system is automatically generated using the 
semantic definitions such that the business database system is well-formed. 

157. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133, further comprising loading data into the 
business database system according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 

158. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 157, further comprising operating on the 
business database system according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 

159. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 111, further comprising The computer 
system of claim 141. wherein the computer program further includes computer instructions for 
loading data into the business database system according to the instructions contained in the 
metadata schema. 

160. (Currently Amended) Tho Tnathnd nf claim 159 - farther comprisin g The comp uter system 
of claim 159. wherein the computer program further includes comput er instructions for 
operating on the business database system according to the instructions contained in the 
metadata schema. 

161. (Currently Amended) Tho method of claim 119 further comprising The computer 
readable storage medium of claim 149. wherein execution of the instructions fu rther comprises 
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loading data into the business database system according to the instructions contained in the 
metadata schema. 

162. (Currently Amended) The method of - claim 161 further comprising Hie computer 
readable storage medium of claim 161. wherein execution of the instructions further comprises 
operating on the business database system according to the instructions contained in the 
metadata schema. 

163. (Currently Amended) A method of automatically generating a business database system, 
the method comprising: 

providing a metadata schema; 

entering user instructions into the metadata schema; and 
automatically generating a well-formed database system according to the 
instructions entered into the metadata schema; 

extracting data from sources specified in the instructions; 
loading the data into staging tables: and 

loading the data from the staging tables into the business database system based 
on semantic definitions provided in the instructions . 

164. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 163, further comprising loading data into the 
automatically-generated business database system according to the user instructions entered 
into the metadata schema. 
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165. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 164, further comprising operating on the 

. business database system according to the user instructions entered into the metadata schema, 

166. (New) A method of automatically generating a business database system, the method 
comprising: 

providing a metadata schema; 

entering user instructions into the metadata schema; and 
automatically generating a well-formed database system according to the instructions entered 
into the metadata schema, 

wherein the instructions provide semantic definitions; and 
wherein the business database system is automatically generated using the 
semantic definitions such that the business database system is well-formed. 

167. (New) The method of claim 166, further comprising loading data into the automatically- 
generated business database system according to the user instructions entered into the metadata 
schema. 

168. (New) The method of claim 167, further comprising operating on the business database 
system according to the user instructions entered into the metadata schema. 

169. (New) The method of claim 140, wherein automatically generating the business 
database system further comprises: 

automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 
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170. (New) The method of claim 140, further comprising: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 


171. (New) The method of claim 140, wherein operating on the business database system 
further comprises: 

receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism; and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 

172. (New) The method of claim 140, wherein operating on the business database system 
further comprises: 

generating reports according to the Instructions. 


173. (New) The method of claim 140, further comprising: 

receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 
automatically adjusting tire business database system according to the 
modification. 


174. (New) The method of claim 140, further comprising loading data into the business 

database system according to the instructions contained in the metadata schema. 

j 

175. (New) The method of claim 174, further comprising operating on the business database 
system according to tire instructions contained M the metadata schema. 

176. (New) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions for: 
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automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 

177. (New) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions for: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 

178. (New) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions for: 

receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism; and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 

179. (New) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions for: 

generating reports according to the instructions. 

180. (New) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer program further 

includes computer instructions for: 

receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 
automatically adjusting the business database system according to the 
modification. 

181. (New) The computer system of claim 148, wherein the computer program further 
includes computer instructions for. 
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loading data into the business database system according to the instructions 
contained in the metadata schema. 

182. (New) The computer system of claim 181, wherein the computer program further 

includes computer instructions for: 

operating on the business database system according to the instructions 
contained in the metadata schema. 

183. (New) The computer readable storage medium of claim 156, wherein execution of die 
instructions further comprises: 

automatically generating tables according to the instructions. 

184. (New) The computer readable storage medium of claim 156, wherein execution of the 
instructions further comprises: 

building aggregate tables according to the instructions. 

185. (New) The computer readable storage medium of claim 156, wherein execution of the 
instructions further comprises: 

receiving further instructions from a user to define a query mechanism; and 
generating queries according to the further instructions. 

186. (New) The compu ter readable storage medium of claim 1 56, wherein execution of the 

instructions further comprises: 

generating reports according to the instructions. 
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187. (New) The computer readable storage medium of claim 156, wherein execution of the 
instructions further comprises: 

receiving a modification of the metadata schema; and 
automatically adjusting the business database system according to the 
modification. 

188. (New) The computer readable storage medium of claim 156, wherein execution of the 
instructions further comprises loading data into the business database system according to the 
instructions contained in tire metadata schema. 

189. (New) The computer readable storage medium of claim 1 88, wherein execution of the 
instructions further comprises operating on the business database system according to the 
instructions contained in the metadata sdrema. 
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